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By Laix Crutierres
Surrpunded in love is a phrase that has
been long used. O their wedding diy, Ron
Lucas and Brian Seuen could not feel any-
thing else as farmly and Mmends pathered
fopether to celebrate their love for each
ather ut their civil union in Mewark. Both
parters were literally surmounded by Tove
when they heand the applouse of all present
when the minister, Brian's fratemal brodh-
er, pronounced them husbands, “A feeling
which 15 exhilarating and unexplamabla™
s rentioned by g peest who his been with
his own pariner of eight vears

Enhanced by the Moral desizns of Lynn
Jawitz of Floristan (Mew York {-"i[}'ln, the
ceremony wis beautiful ond unigue, all
beought together By the crew of Savvy
Plunners, Mr Marcinhe Savant rom

Savvy Planners. when ploced on the hot
seat'to see-if he would spill any wossip or
furny news aboul working with the cou-
ple, remaimed very professional, just stat-
ing that it’s his job to listen to both indived-
uals and try to bring their wheas 1ogether,
The receplion was glamorous and inti-

mate. Mr Savant along with bos crew all
cilled it "marriage” which was impressive.
Acsurprise Savvy Planners had in-gtore for

the couple happened during the middle of

the event. A spatlight came of & a man
playing drums was. lighted, then geishas
came oid and procesded o bring out susha.
When asked if gav couples were treated
any differently, Mr, Savans respondad by
saying, “We do not discominate on any
basiz,” To lim it was the same as working
with any other couple planmng a wedding,

The evemt was cptered by Maria Lyan
(Catering By Maria, LLC, of Aberdeen,
Mew Jersev), The food was delicrous and
allowed for smocth walking and mingling,
which was the mood the coaple wanted.
She suid it was easy 1o work on calering
with the couple. 1t was not too demanding,
pnd there were pot many challenges in
catering the wedding ot this site. There was
mo buili=in kitchen so they had fo hiild
same stations in the back o keep the Ffood
fresh. She said her staff 18 there 1o cater
and they respect anviare they work for, As
a matter of fiact, they viewed the event as
any other wedding.

Durmng ther vows, Ron and Bran
decided to do something traditional

from thewr respective couniries, Bran
being Polish, shared bread sprinkied with
galt el voedka fraom Poland, Bon®s Koren
heritage brought two small ceramic ducks.
They introduced it with a story; “Two
Pdandkarins Nind i partner and mate Tor life,
Ench wus given one duck, they will posi
tign them facing each other beak to beak,
syimbolizing happiness in their relation-
ship bugif the couple were fighting and not
talking to each other they would be placed
facing away.” During their vows Ron-and
Brian exchanged the radinonal wedding
rings and were introdweed as husbands.

I'he whobe evening was built around the
theme of the even b-,:l:nt_' treptied as% 4 mare
ringe. As one of the pariners said, “One
day soon it will be called marnage.”
Everyone at the reception includmg the
wedding planners, caterers and guests
apreed that even though it is now legally
called a Civil Union, it"s viewed a5 a nor-
mitl wedding for them and the sl and
soon evervone will agre, tob,
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